
gives us, in the Marseille Médical, what might, on a

pinch, almost furnish material for a winter's surgical
course. The case in question was a man 42 years of
age, and the interest in his case consists in enumerat¬
ing the injuries which he received, at various times in
his life, and satisfactorily recovered from :

As a zouave in Italy he received a bayonet wound
in the neck, of which he carried the scar ; in the left
hand a sabre cut, which required the removal of the
fourth and fifth fingers. A gunshot wound fractured
the condyle and epicondyle of the right arm, causing
great difficulty in supination. On his discharge from
the army he worked as a day laborer, when a
bank of earth falling on him, he was taken to the
hospital and found to be suffering from concussion of
the brain, with fractures of the inferior extremity of
the right radius; of the left leg, six centimeters be¬
low the knee ; of the sternum, five centimeters from
its superior extremity, so that at each expiration the
lower extremity glided forward in front of the upper ;
of the third, fourth, eighth, ninth, and tenth ribs,
about their middle, the cartilages of the fourth and
fifth ribs being also the seat of a solution of continu¬
ity ; and of the second and third lumbar vertebrae.
After passing through a serious attack of pneumonia
while in the hospital, the patient recovered, with a

sliji deformity of the sternum (a riding up of the
fractured ends) and a numbness in the right leg, he
being obliged to use a cane. There was no cough
aud no difficulty in respiration ; the left wrist was

slightly deformed, flexion and abduction of the hand
being difficult. The bladder remained irritable, but
there was no constipation.

His third visit to the hospital was for the treatment
of a burn received in a soap factory—slight in degree,
but involving a large extent of surface over the abdo¬
men and back, resulting in a diarrhoea and death.
The autopsy was most interesting in the study of the
fractures of the sternum and vertebrae. The union
of the sternum was so complete that an incision in
the median line did not show any separation between
the two fragments. The condition appeared as that
of congenital deformity. The fracture of the verte¬
brae was one of crushing and penetration ; the third
lumbar vertebra had been crushed by the second,
which penetrated into its tissue so that the interver¬
tebral cartilage had disappeared, and in the midst of
the solid mass formed by the two vertebrae only one
line of separation was perceptible, and that on the
inferior face of the superior vertebra.

MEDICINE.

A Case of Lightning Stroke.—John Gale Mac-
kay, M.B., gives in the Glasgow MedicalJournal the
details of a case, with a photograph, which delineates
that curious arborescent appearance upon the surface
of the skin which has been before described, but
which is so rare, and remains usually for so short a
time, that many doubt its existence.
This case was a boy of thirteen, who was marked

upon the arms, and the photograph was taken four
hours after the accident. The marks began to

fade three hours after the accident, and in 22 hours
they had entirely disappeared. The boy was stunned
by the shock, and thrown down with such violence as
to be severely hurt about the face and forehead. The
arms were paralyzed in motion for a time, the boy
being unable for some time afterwards to draw his-
hands out of his pockets, where they were placed at
the time of the accident ; there was also a sensation
of numbness and cold, and the boy fancied that his
arms were broken off at the elbow. Later, upon his
complaining of a burning heat in the arms, they
were examined and the markings noted. These
markings seemed to radiate from two centers, as if
the lightning had first struck the arm in two places,
and had thence broken over the surrounding skin.
They stretched from below the left elbow to the
shoulder, and threw branches across the left chest, re¬

sembling closely images of the frouds of a fern.
There were no local after effects, such as vesication
or shedding of the skin.

TOXICOLOGY AND MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE,

Poisoning from Eating Snails.—Our French
neighbors, since Dr. Chrestien affirmed that snails
constituted a most effectual remedy against diseases of
the chest, have given them most marvellous proper¬
ties, and indulged their appetite for them to an in¬
creased extent. Now, we find in the Gazette Heb¬
domadaire des Sciences Médicales the record of four
cases of poisoning from eating three to thirty snails.
These cases all occurred in one family, as the result
of one meal, and the symptoms wepe those of colic,
vomiting and purging, with nervous prostration. It
seems that snails to be suitable for eating have to
undergo first a process of starvation and purging to
dispose thoroughly of certain offensive and poison¬
ous articles of food which they are fond of. So the
writer, Dr P. Ducloux, declares that eight days of
starvation is not long enough to effect this process,
and that forty days should elapse. Where is the So¬
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals ?

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY.

A Case of Anomaly of the Ureters.—M. M.
P. Souge describes in the Marseille Medical an au¬

topsy made on a man 54 years of age where the left
kidney was provided with two ureters. They were

completely independent at their origin and through¬
out their entire course, uniting at the vesical portion
and forming a single orifice at the level of the trigo-
num. They originated in the pelvis of the hilum—
one by six calices, and the other by two calices. As
they entered the walls of the bladder, they were sep¬
arated by an interval of three millimeters, to unite
while passing through the walls ofthat organ.
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